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SHEEP DRENCHING PROGRAMMES 
Drenching of sheep to prevent build-up 
of worm infestations is commonly prac-
tised on many properties in the agricul-
tural districts of Western Australia. This 
is called strategic drenching and is based 
on predictable seasonal conditions which 
predispose to survival of parasitic species 
on pastures and to pick-up of infective 
larvae by the grazing animal. 
Drenching of sheep in the face of 
clinical evidence of parasitism or where 
local conditions clearly indicate a rapid 
rise in parasites at any time of the year 
is termed tactical drenching. 
Veterinary Officers of the Department of 
Agriculture have given close attention to 
the problems of parasitism of sheep in 
recent years, especially to the benefits 
that may be anticipated from the use of 
strategic drenching. 
There is mounting evidence that the 
strategic drenching of sheep may not be 
attended by significant benefits through 
better weight gains and wool growth, under 
all conditions. In many flocks, there may 
be some improvement in performance but 
the cost of mustering, handling and 
drenching outweighs any benefits obtained. 
The Table below represents the con-
census of opinion of Government veterin-
ary officers concerning the use of drenches 
in different classes of sheep, including the 
time of the year when they may be used 
strategically, and the reasons why drench-
ing is important in each category. 
These programmes are based on careful 
observations over a number of years and 
are restricted to classes of sheep where, 
and times of the year when, an economic 
advantage may be anticipated following 
the use of the drench. 
We emphasise that there is no evidence 
from accumulated data that the use of 
strategic drenches on properties in dis-
tricts having less than 15 inches of rain-
fall annually is followed by any material 
benefits or that it can be economically 
justified. 
The Table refers only to districts with 
annual rainfalls greater than 15 inches, 
from Three Springs to the south coast. 
This Table is printed as a general guide 
only, and further information for particu-
lar areas may be obtained from district 
veterinary officers of the Department of 
Agriculture. 
1 9 6 9 Strategic Drenching Programmes for Sheep in Areas with an Annual Rainfall of 15 Inches 
or More and South of Three Springs 
Sheep class When to drench Which sheep to drench Drench to use Reason for drenching 
Ewes March-May 
(One month 
lambing) 
Autumn lambing ewes 
(If possible place in spelled lambing 
paddocks immediately after 
drenching) 
Broad Spectrum 
Drench 
This drench wi l l , in many seasons, 
directly benefit the ewes, particularly 
in higher rainfall areas. In some cir-
cumstances i t may lessen the build-
up of worm infestations that occur in 
lambs after the break in the season 
Lambs 
July-August 
(One month before 
lambing) 
July-October 
Late winter-spring lambing ewes 
Only likely to be necessary in poor 
conditioned ewes in areas of 
greater than 25 in. rainfall 
Fat lambs 
All areas with annual rainfall greater 
than 25 in., drench fat lambs at 
6—8 week intervals starting 6—8 
weeks of age 
Lambs other than fat tambs 
(i) Area greater than 25 in. rainfall. 
drench in late July-August, 
lambs over 6-8 weeks of age (i i) Area 15-2.5 in. rainfall, drench 
in August only if lambs showing 
signs of worm infestation, e.g., 
scouring 
Broad Spectrum 
Drench 
Broad Spectrum 
Drench 
Broad Spectrum 
drench 
Wi l l enable ewes in poor condition to 
better cope wi th lambing and lacta-
tion 
To allow maximum growch and carcase 
grade 
To counteract worm infestations which 
occur in young sheep in the late 
wmter-spring 
Weaners December-January 
(4-6 weeks after the feed 
has dried off) 
All young sheep up to 12 months of age Broad Spectrum Removes worm burdens before sum-
Drench mer nutritional stress period, at a 
time when re-infestation from pasture 
will be at a minimum 
All classes 
In addition to the strategic drenching programme outlined above, additional drenching using narrow spectrum drenches may be necessary 
in some circumstances to control outbreaks of Haemonchus contortus in sheep of any age. Drenches should be given at the first signs of disease. 
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high quality produce 
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Nitrophoska, the world's first high 
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